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Charlestmcn,  January  17,  1855. 
Bev.  Geokge  W.  Blagden,  D.  D. 

Dear  Sir, — We,  the  undersigried,  aoting-.in  behalf  of  the  Pirst  Church  and  Congi-e- 
gation  of  this  city,  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  express  to  you  our  heartfelt  thanks 
for,  and  entire  satisfaction  with,  your  very  appropriate  and  truthful  Discourse,  upon  the 
Life  and  Character  of  our  late  Mrs.  Budington,  delivered  in  our  Church  on  the  afternoon 
of  last  Sabbath,  and  also  to  solicit  from  you  a  copy  of  the  same  for  publication. 


Very  truly  yours, 


JAMES  H.  GOODKICH, 
L.  A.  HUNTIXGTOX, 
S.  BBA1NEK.U  FBATT, 

Committee. 


Boston,  January  18,  1855. 
My  Dear  Friends, 

I  willingly  comply  with  your  request,  in  behalf  of  the  First  Church  and  Congre- 
gation in  Charlestown,  and  hand  you  the  copy  of  my  late  Discourse  in  memory  of 
Mrs.  Budington,  for  publication. 

Your  affectionate  and  kind  conduct  towards  your  late  Pastor,  and  your  higli  and  tender 
esteem  for  her  ivhose  loss  we  mourn,  more  than  the  merits  of  the  Discourse,  make  it 
desirable  to  publish  it.  "Would  that  it  were  more  worthy  of  her.  If  I  have  not  done 
justice  to  lier  cliaracter,  my  failure  has  arisen  more  from  tlie  many  engagements  in  the 
midst  of  which  I  have  prepared  tlie  Discourse,  than  from  the  want  of  a  liigh  appreciation 
of  her  excellence. 


Affectionately  yours 


G.  W.  BLAGDEN. 


Messrs.  James  H.  Goodrich. 
L.  A.  Huntington. 
S.  Brainerd  Pratt. 


DISCOUESE. 


LUKE  X.  39. 

WHICH   ALSO    SAT   AT   JESUS'    FEET,    AND    HEAKD    HIS    WOKD. 

My  friends,  the  fact  of  my  being  here,  on  this 
occasion,  is  one  of  the  strongest  testimonies  to  the 
worth  of  the  wife  of  jour  late  Pastor  and  of  your 
affection  for  her  and  for  him.  The  official  ties 
which  once  bound  you  to  both  of  them,  had  been 
broken,  before  her  death ;  and  on  account  of  her 
dangerous  sickness.  Only  two  weeks  since,  a  new 
Pastor — introduced  to  you,  partly  by  the  agency  of 
the  one  who  has  been  thus  obliged  to  leave  you, 
and  whom,  on  that  account  as  well  as  for  his  own 
gifts  and  qualities,  you  are  beginning  to  esteem  and 
love — has  been  set  over  you  in  the  Lord.  You  were 
not  called  upon,  therefore,  by  any  official  relations^ 
to  take  this  special  notice  of  her  decease.     You 


might  have  let  her  go  down  into  the  grave,  as  many 
whom  we  have  all  highly  esteemed  and  loved,  must 
go,  without  any  public  record,  in  any  form,  of  her 
virtues,  and  have  embalmed  them  only  in  the  secret 
and  silent  cells  of  memory,  that  great  mausoleum  of 
the  dead. 

But  such  was  your  tender  and  high  regard  for 
her,  that  you  have  appointed  this  service  ;  and  have 
kindly  asked  me — because  I  have  been  known  to 
some  of  you  as  her  early  friend,  and  as  having 
been  long  and  intimately  acquainted  with  her  fam- 
ily— to  speak  of  her  character.  You  could  have 
done  nothing  more  grateful  to  my  feelings,  whether 
I  regard  the  affectionate  faithfulness  of  your  friend- 
ship for  her,  or  her  own  personal  worth,  or  my 
own  deep  interest  in  her  memory.  I  may  truly 
say  that  she  is  a 

"  —  friend 
To  whom  the  shadows  of  long  years  extend." 

In  giving  a  faithful  description  of  her  character, 
I  know  of  no  passage  of  Scripture,  which  expresses 
the  truth  respecting  her  more  clearly,  or  is  better 
adapted  to  give  us  instruction,  and  profit  from  her 
example,  than  the  words  recorded  by  Luke,  of 
Mary,  the  sister  of  Martha  and    Lazarus,  in    the 


text: — "Which  also  sat  at  Jesus'  feet,  and 
HEARD  His  words," 

Thej  lead  us  to  contemplate  : — 

Her  afifectionate  and  confiding  humility  towards 
our  Lord  : — 

Her  spiritual  hearing  of  his  word  : — 

And  the  combined  effect  of  these  qualities,  in  iier 
life  and  death. 

I.  She  exercised,  and  exhibited  an  affectionate 
and  confiding  humility  towards  Christ.  The  very 
tones  of  her  voice,  her  manners,  her  words  and  acts, 
all  speak  of  this.  It  was  strikingly  shown  in  her 
conduct  towards  others.  I  remember  one  trying 
occasion,  in  which  I  had  called  on  herself  and  hus- 
band. It  was  at  that  period  of  his  ministry,  which 
some  of  you  may  remember,  when  he  met  with  a 
sore  trial,  — like  that  to  which  the  Apostle  Paul 
himself  was  sometimes  subjected,  and  especially 
in  his  connection  with  the  men  of  Corinth,  —  in 
the  dissatisfaction  and  opposition  of  some  mem- 
bers of  the  church.  The  affectionate  manner  in 
which  she  then  spoke  of  those,  who  might  be  sup- 
posed to  have  been  unfriendly  to  her  and  hers, 
really  excited  my  surprise.  It  produced,  for  a 
moment,    the    unpleasant    impression,    that    there 


6 

might  be,  what  I  had  not  expected  to  find  in 
her,  a  want  of  that  deep-toned  love  for  Christ 
and  the  truth,  which,  always  in  the  form  of  meek- 
ness and  humility,  yet  still  with  a  true  moral 
courage,  cleaves,  even  unto  death,  to  what  is  right. 
And  which,  while  it  willingly  admits,  and  deeply 
feels  its  own  errors  and  infirmities,  will  not  shrink 
from  the  duty  of  maintaining,  under  God,  its  own 
integrity,  and  opposing  what  it  sincerely  believes 
detrimental  to  public  good. 

But  this  unpleasant  impression  was  only  tran- 
sient. It  was  soon  found  by  me  —  and  by  others 
if  there  were  any,  who  like  me,  may  have  appre- 
hended, for  a  moment,  that  there  was  in  her  any 
want  of  sufficient  firmness  of  character,  and  of 
what  is  sometimes  called  "  nerve,"  in  adhering  to 
the  right  —  that  it  was  not  wanting;  but  that  she 
had  firmness  and  character  in  an  uncommon  degree. 
It  was  her  deep  humility  before  Jesus,  as  she  sat  at 
his  feet,  which  filled  her  soul  with  love  to  those, 
whom  she  may  have  believed  to  be  erroneous  ;  and 
caused  her  words  respecting  them  always  to  show, 
that  "  in  her  tongue  "  was  "  the  law  of  kindness." 

Her  social  intercourse  with  this  church  and  soci- 
ety, and  with  those  of  other  societies  in  this  place, 
also  exhibited  the  same  marked  characteristic.     Her 


words,  and  her  acts  to  others,  fairly  and  fullj  indi- 
cated that  the  prevailing  disposition  of  her  spirit 
towards  Christ  must  have  been  that  of  affectionate 
and  confiding  humility.  It  was  only  this  which 
could  have  produced  such  religious  and  faithful  rep- 
rehension of  what  was  wrong ;  such  affectionate 
and  meek  words  and  acts  towards  the  doers  of  it, 
especially  if  it  were  inflicted  on  herself;  and  such  a 
true  charity  towards  all. 

The  affectionate  humility  towards  Christ,  thus 
exhibited  in  her  bearing  towards  others,  was  still 
more  conspicuous  in  the  views  she  indulged  of  her- 
self. While  she  had  a  tender  and  confidential 
reliance  upon  Jesus ;  yet  with  all  this  confiding 
trust  in  her  Redeemer,  there  was  mingled  a  deep 
humility,  which,  at  times,  almost  led  to  distrust. 
Thus  a  letter  received  from  her  husband  says  : — 
"  She  was  very  distrustful  of  herself,  and  frequently 
asked  me  in  her  sickness,  if  I  thought  she  was  a 
Christian  ;  and  yet  she  was  unwilling  to  hear  any- 
thing in  the  way  of  praise,  saying  that  it  was 
because  people  did  not  know  her  that  they  thought 
so  highly  of  her." 

Such  was  the  affectionate  humility  of  her  whose 
loss  we  mourn,  indicative  of  the  fact  that  she  sat, 
spiritually,  at  Jesus'  feet.     The   picture  which  our 


imaginations  draw  of  Mary,  the  sister  of  Martha 
and  Lazarus,  as  she  literally  took  this  humble  and 
confiding  position,  may,  without  violence  to  our  con- 
victions either  of  truth  or  propriety,  be  transferred, 
spiritually,  to  her. 

II.  The  true  source  of  this  was,  that  she  spiritu- 
ally heard  Christ's  word.  I  say  spiritually,  because 
hers  was  an  inward,  as  truly  as  an  outward  hearing 
of  it ;  one  of  which  the  Bible  often  speaks  m  such 
passages  as  these  :  '  My  sheep  hear  my  voice,  and 
follow  me  ;  and  a  stranger  will  they  not  follow.' 
'  Why  do  ye  not  understand  my  speech  ?  even  be- 
cause ye  cannot  hear  my  word.'  And  to  which  it 
alludes  in  the  declaration  of  Christ  respecting  the 
Jews  :  '  Ears  have  they,  but  they  hear  not ;  neither 
do  they  understand.' 

Nor  was  this,  her  hearing  of  the  Saviour's  word, 
only  or  mainly,  intellectual.  She  was  by  no  means 
destitute  of  clear  and  quick  intellectual  faculties. 
But,  her  predominant  and  most  marked  quality  was 
that  of  quick,  strong,  and  tender  feelings  : — feelings 
spiritual,  social,  and  domestic.  And  of  these,  the 
last  two,  the  social  and  domestic,  were  eminently 
and  increasingly  subjected  to  the  first  or  spiritual. 
Our  spiritual  faculties  of  reason  and  conscience  may 
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be  said  to  sustain  the  same  relations  to  spiritual 
truths,  or  ideas,  as  our  bodily  senses  do  to  the  ob- 
jects of  the  natural  creation.  And  therefore  the 
Bible  everywhere  assumes  the  existence  of  God  as 
necessarily  commending  itself  to  the  reason  of  man  ; 
and  freely  appeals  to  our  convictions  of  right  and 
wrong, — thus  by  manifestation  of  the  truth  com- 
mending itself  to  every  man's  conscience  in  the 
sight  of  God. 

In  this  view,  the  idea  of  a  spiritual  first  cause  of 
all  the  remarkable  and  regular  movements  of  the 
"  things  that  are  made,"  ought  to  suggest  to  us  the 
reality  of  the  existence  and  continual  agency  of 
their  creator,  God ;  as  quickly  as  the  movements 
of  a  watch  awaken  in  us  the  conviction  of'  the  ex- 
istence of  its  maker.  And  they  would  do  so,  if  our 
foolish  hearts  were  not  darkened.  And  so  also  the 
admonitions  of  our  conscience  would  be  as  real  to 
us,  and  as  influential  over  our  moral  conduct,  as  the 
perceptions  of  our  senses.  And  a  pang  of  con- 
science would  be  as  influential  over  our  whole 
moral  nature,  as  a  twinge  of  physical  pain  is  over 
our  whole  nervous  system. 

She  whose  death  we  mourn,  and  of  whose  char- 
acter we  are  speaking,  did,  in  the  exercise  of  these 
spiritual   faculties,    sit  at  the   feet,   and   hear   the 
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word  of  Christ,  with  remarkable  docility  and  obedi= 
ence.  She  was  ever  quick  to  listen  to  the  voice 
of  Jesus,  speaking  to  her  reason,  and  conscience, 
and  heart,  through  his  word, — and  his  providences 
seen  in  its  light ;  even  like  the  young  Samuel, 
saying  according  to  the  directions  of  the  aged  Eli, 
"  Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  servant  heareth!"  Or  like 
Paul,  in  his  submission  to  Jesus,  whom  he  had  per- 
secuted :  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  " 
Her  conscience  seemed  to  shrink  from  what  was 
wrong,  as  delicately  as  the  sensitive  plant  shrinks 
from  the  touch  of  man.  And  thus  she  did,  like 
Mary,  sit  at  Jesus'  feet,  and  hear  his  word.  This, 
her  quick  and  docile  hearing  it,  was  shown  by  the 
best  of  all  evidences,  the  doing  of  it.  Her  faith 
was  shown  by  her  works.  She  was  not  a  forgetful 
hearer,  but  a  doer  of  the  word.  Early  in  life  she 
obeyed  the  Saviour's  injunction,  and  confessed  him 
before  men.  She  joined  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Washington,  February  28th,  1838,  in 
the  sixteenth  year  of  her  age  ;  then  under  the  pas- 
toral care  of  the  Rev.  William  McLain,  who  writes 
to  me  : — "  During  her  womanhood,  I  have  seen 
her  but  seldom  ;  but  nothing  has  disturbed  the 
impression  made  by  her  young  piety ; — so  happy 
and  pure  ;  so  firm  and  consistent ;  so  unobtrusive, 
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and  yet  so  felt,  in  the  heart-glow  she  left,  as  she 
hasted  along,  proclaiming  in  all  her  young  life  how 
that  '  wisdom  is  better  than  rubies.'  " 

Still  later,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1841,  she 
united  her  heart,  and  hand,  and  labors,  with  a 
preacher  of  the  word  of  Christ,  your  late  Pastor, 
the  Rev.  William  Ives  Budington.  And  thus,] 
doubt  not,  from  the  dictates  of  prayerfully  con- 
sidered Christian  principle,  as  truly  as  from  the 
promptings  of  a  sincere,  affectionate,  and  faithful 
woman's  love,  she  joined  herself  with  him,  and 
made  herself  a  sharer  with  him  in  the  peculiar 
duties,  privileges,  joys,  sorrows,  trials,  and  awful 
responsibilities  in  the  life  of  a  preacher  of  the 
gospel,  and  pastor  of  a  church  of  Christ. 

You,  my  friends,  have  known  her  whole  course 
and  manner  of  life,  since  this  event,  better  than  I 
have  known,  or  can  describe  them.  You  have 
known,  and  do  know,  how  active  and  faithful  she 
was  in  the  cause  of  her  Master.  I  have  it  from  the 
best  authority,  that  this,  her  activity  in  doing  good 
unto  all  as  she  had  opportunity,  extended  in  a  re- 
markable degree  to  the  poor,  and  sick,  and  afflicted 
among  you  ;  and  to  your  various  benevolent  soci- 
eties.    I  have  heard  it  said  that  "  she  wore  herself 

out  "  in  such  labors  ; — that  "  she  never  spared  her- 
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self;"  —  that  in  her  increasino:  sickness  and  weak- 
ness,  she  needed  "  to  be  remonstrated  with,"  by 
her  friends,  for  thus  striving  to  go  bejond  her 
strength.  These  things,  you  have  seen  and  known, 
for  yourselves,  and  therefore  you  can  judge,  in  many 
respects,  better  than  I  can,  of  the  third  and  last 
topic  for  reflection  and  remark  presented  by  our 
text. 

III.  The  efifects  of  her  combined  affectionate  hu- 
mility before  Christ,  and  of  her  spiritual  hearing 
of  his  word,  on  her  life  and  death.  Some  of  these 
effects  have  been  necessarily  interwoven  with  those 
qualities  of  her  Christian  character,  we  have  been 
considering.  But  we  need,  that  we  may  obtain  the 
clearest,  most  satisfactory  and  useful  view  of  them, 
to  consider  them  unitedly, — in  their  connections 
with  each  other,  as  well  as  with  other  qualities  ex- 
hibited in  her  short  but  interesting  history. 

The  life  and  moral  beauty  of  a  lovely  Christian 
character  may  lose  much  of  their  full  and  blessed 
power  over  us,  as  we  attempt  to  separate  and  ex- 
amine or  even  criticise  its  several  elements ;  even 
as  the  beauty  of  the  human  body  is  destroyed  by 
the  knife  of  the  anatomist,  as  he  studies  its  forma- 
tion or  its  diseases,  that  he  may  relieve  its  sufferings 
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and  restore  its  health.  We  need  often  to  look  at 
human  character,  as  we  do  upon  the  rainbow,  in 
all  the  united  beauty  of  its  several  elements,  with- 
out attempting  to  separate  the  colors  of  which  it  is 
composed. 

In  grouping  together,  then,  some  of  the  effects  of 
these  attributes  of  her  character  in  her  life  and 
death,  let  me  repeat  what  has  been  already  briefly 
said, — that  the  prevailing  element  of  her  piety  was 
ardent  feeling,  connected  with  a  true  humility,  and 
a  sweet  kindliness,  frankness  and  simplicity  of 
manners. 

Without  being  destitute  of  clear  and  quick  intel- 
lectual faculties,  or  ever  neglecting  to  exercise  and 
improve  them,  by  obtaining,  in  reading  and  reflec- 
tion, increasingly  clear  intellectual  views  of  religious 
truth — thus  growing  in  knowledge  as  well  as  in 
grace  —  still  I  think  that  your  own  observation  and 
experience  respecting  her  character,  will  agree  with 
mine,  in  the  statement,  that  an  uncommon  degree 
of  benevolent,  kind,  gentle,  yet  energetic  Christian 
emotion  was  the  great  source  of  Christian  excel- 
lence within  her  ;  and  like  soft  and  beautiful  light 
pervaded  all  her  words  and  actions. 

This  feeling,  ever  guided  by  Christian  love,  was, 
with  her,  as  with  the  great  majority  of  her  sex,  the 
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"  deeper  reason."  It  arrived  at  correct  conclusions 
with  a  kind  of  instinct ;  while  the  more  logical 
mind  of  man  might  be  reasoning  them  out,  in  the 
slowness  of  a  plodding  judgment,  seeking  after  the 
principle  of  action.  This  moral  instinct,  if  it  may 
so  be  called,  in  a  good  woman,  is  like  that  first  and 
often  remarkably  correct  impression  of  the  charac- 
ters of  others,  which,  though  it  darts  across  the 
mind,  like  a  flash  of  lightning  on  the  eye  in  a  dark 
night,  is  really  the  quick  result  of  all  our  past  obser- 
vation and  experience  among  men,  concentrated  in 
the  quick  deductions  of  a  single  moment  and  ap- 
plied to  a  single  individual. 

She  was  firm  in  adhering  to  the  course  of  duty. 
She  was  conscientious.  She  had  great  judgment 
and  tact.  But  of  her  it  may  be  said,  with  more 
than  common  emphasis,  that  she  "  loved  much.''^ 
First,  and  supremely  —  we  have  the  best  reasons 
for  believing — she  loved  the  Saviour,  at  whose  feet 
she  sat,  and  whose  word  she  heard  ;  and  then,  her 
fellow  creatures,  proportionately  to  the  nearness  of 
the  relations  they  sustained  to  her,  with  a  warm  and 
ever  operative  affection.  A  single  sentence  in  a 
letter  from  her  husband,  written  without  the  least 
idea  of  its  being  cited  in  such  a  service  as  this,  im- 
plies all  that  I  have  said,  so  happily,  that  I  cannot 
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forbear  to  copy  it.  He  says,  "  Her  great  good 
sense,  her  tact,  her  instinctive  perception  of  what 
was  just,  and  proper,  and  right,  her  consistent  piety, 
the  manifold  beauties  of  her  character,  and  her  rich 
and  inexhaustible  love  for  me,  these  constituted  a 
combination  of  excellencies,  upon  which  I  knew 
that  1  relied,  but  relied  more  than  I  knew; — 
which  I  felt  to  be  the  treasure  of  my  life,  but 
which  I  now  seem  never  to  have  appreciated." 

But  without  detaining  you  too  long,  let  me  sum 
up  others  of  these  effects  of  her  piety,  by  naming 
some  facts,  which  are  either  on  record  from  the  ob- 
servation of  others,  or  may  have  been  witnessed  by 
your  own.  These  effects  of  her  humble  piety  were 
seen  in  her  submission  to  the  will  of  God  respecting 
her  children.  These  are  five  in  number.  But  from 
the  two  youngest  of  them  she  was  separated  at  the 
time  of  her  death  ;  they  having  been  left,  on  account 
of  her  sickness,  in  the  care  of  an  affectionate  aunt. 
"  She  desired,"  writes  her  husband,  "  very  much  to 
see  them  once  more ;  but  thought  it  best  they 
should  not  be  sent  for,  although  her  father  was 
ready  and  desirous  to  do  so.  This  indeed  was  one 
remarkable  trait  in  her  character.  Strong  as  her 
affections  were,  and  I  never  knew  stronger,  she 
subjected  her  desires  to  a  clear  judgment,  and  what 
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seemed  to  be  the  will  of  God.  1  have  no  doubt 
she  thought  it  the  will  of  God  that  she  should  not 
see  them  again,  and  she  submitted."  "  But  she 
often  spoke  with  tender  emotion  of  her  '  precious 
children,'  and  frequently  requested  me  to  train  them 
up  for  God.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  describe  the 
ardor  of  her  attachment  to  her  children,  and  when  I 
witnessed  her  peaceful  resignation  in  being  sepa- 
rated from  them,  I  was  deeply  impressed  by  the 
sense  of  her  practical  submission  to  God." 

I  have  thus  quoted  again  the  words  of  him,  who 
can  certainly  best  speak  of  her  faithfulness  on  a 
theme  like  this.  But  all  wiio  best  knew  her,  can 
add  their  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  statement. 
And  it  may  be  said  here,  more  appropriately  per- 
haps than  any  where  else,  that  if  ever  there  was 
one  whose  pious  domestic  affections  expressed 
themselves  in  the  kindest  and  most  tender  forms, 
to  a  father,  brother,  sister,  and  other  near  and  dear 
relations  who  were  members,  for  many  years,  of 
her  father's  household,  she  was  such  an  one.  In 
the  most  delicate  regard  for  their  feelings  ;  in  the 
most  ardent  desire  for  their  earthly  happiness ; 
above  all,  in  the  most  benevolent  wishes,  and 
prayers,  and  efforts  for  their  spiritual  and  eternal 
good,   she   was  most    affectionately    faithful.     She 
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thought,   at  the  approach  of  death,   of  its   spiritual 
influence  on   them. 

The  effects  of  her  piety  were  also  seen  in  con- 
senting to  leave  this  place  and  people.  Some  of 
you  know  the  struggle  of  feeling  it  cost  her,  and 
that  she  departed  from  you  at  last  only  under  strong 
convictions  of  duty ;  and  doubtless  with  much  of 
that  feeling  towards  all  of  you,  in  her  heart,  which 
has  been  so  appropriately  expressed  in  the  natural 
words  and  wish  : — "  May  you  die  among  your  kin- 
dred." "  I  was  dismissed,"  writes  her  husband, 
"  on  the  24th  of  July.  This  was  a  great  trial  to 
her  feelings ;  and  on  my  return  home  from  the 
council,  I  found  her  alone  and  in  tears.  And 
when  we  drove  out  of  Charlestown,  she  wept  freely, 
thinking,  no  doubt,  that  she  should  never  see  it 
again." 

The  effects  of  her  piety  were  seen  in  the  loveli- 
ness and  faithfulness  of  her  social  duties  in  this 
city,  and  among  this  people — in  her  kindness  to 
the  poor  and  suffering — in  the  growing  beauty  of 
her  domestic  character — in  her  increasing  and 
womanly  tact,  and  intuitive  perceptions  of  pro- 
priety, and  excellent  judgment,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  holy  heart.  I  have  spoken  of  the  effects 
of  her  pious   spirit  on  her  life  :   let  me  say  only  a 
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few  brief  words  of  its  influence  on  her  death. 
Thej  are  from  one  who  saw  her  breathe  her  last : — 
"  Her  last  words  were,  '  Blessed  immortality  ! '  and 
she  whispered  very  distinctly,  and  with  great  ani- 
mation of  countenance,  '  Jesus  !  Jesus  ! ' — doubtless 
in  prayer ;  and  the  name  of  her  Saviour  was  the 
last  word  that  fell  from  her  lips." 

But  she  has  gone  !  We  shall  never  see  her 
more,  in  this  world.  She  has  gone  to  be  with 
Christ,  which  is  far  better — with  that  "  Jesus," 
whose  name  was  on  her  dying  lips ;  and  faith  in 
whose  death  for  sinners,  and  resurrection,  and  ever 
prevalent  intercession,  enabled  her  also  to  connect 
with  His  name,  as  she  died,  the  words  "  blessed 
immortality  I  "  Farewell,  thou  beautiful  imperson- 
ation of  humble  piety  !  We  shall  indeed  see  thee 
no  more  on  earth !  Thou  hast  gone  to  be  with 
Christ.  We  will  cherish  thy  memory.  We  will 
strive  to  follow  thee,  as  thou  didst  follow  Christ ! 

"  Thou  art  gone  to  the  grave, — but  we  will  not  deplore  thee, 
Though  sorrows  and  darkness  encompass  the  tomb  ; 
The  Saviour  has  pass'd  through  its  portals  before  thee, 

And  the  lamp  of  His  love  is  thy  light  through  the  gloom ! " 

Let  us  receive  some  lessons  from  this  passage  of 
Scripture,  as  we  have  considered  it  as  illustrated 
in  her. 
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1.  And  first,  let  me  speak  of  the  delicacy  and 
tenderness  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  gives  to  the 
social  and  domestic  affections.  The  text  is  part  of 
a  description  of  a  social  and  domestic  scene.  We 
are  told,  with  an  almost  inimitable  tenderness,  by 
the  evangelist  John,  that  "  Jesus  loved  Martha,  and 
her  sister,  and  Lazarus."  And  it  would  seem  that 
our  blessed  Lord's  whole  intercourse  with  them  has 
been  recorded,  to  present  to  all  men,  wherever  his 
gospel  shall  go,  at  once  a  picture  and  a  sanction  of 
the  purity,  and  loveliness,  and  necessity,  of  social 
and  domestic  intercourse  and  sympathy  among 
men.  He  loved  them;  and  he  sat  at  their  table, 
in  their  lives  ;  and  he  wept  over  the  grave  of  one 
them,  in  death. 

I  need  hardly  say  to  you,  that  our  friend,  whose 
life  and  death  we  remember  and  contemplate  to- 
day, was  a  bright  illustration  of  the  influence  of 
the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  in  imparting  a  new  and  a 
sweet  tenderness  and  delicacy  and  power  to  the 
social  and  domestic  affections  of  our  nature.  It 
adds  the  interests  and  destinies  of  eternity  at  once 
to  exalt  and  hallow  the  relations  and  attachments 
of  time,  and  makes  the  household  of  earth  doubly 
dear  to  us,  and  influential  over  us,  by  connecting  it, 
in    our    desires,    and    thoughts,    and    prayers,    and 
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efforts,  with  the  family  of  God  and  the  household 
of  faith,  on  earth,  and  in  heaven  ! 

You,  mj  friends,  in  this  spirit,  I  trust  and  be- 
lieve, express  jour  feelings,  on  this  occasion,  and 
by  this  act,  to-day.  You  have  followed  the  exam- 
ple of  our  blessed  Lord,  and  have  cherished  and 
exhibited  the  spirit  of  his  gospel,  in  the  kind  and 
sympathizing  attentions  you  have  paid  to  your  late 
pastor,  in  this  hour  of  his  sore  bereavement,  and 
to  the  memory  of  his  companion,  and  your  faithful 
friend.  And  this  is  a  pledge,  too,  of  what  you  are, 
and  mean  to  he  to  your  present  pastor. 

In  doing  this,  you  have  set  an  example  worthy 
of  being  followed  by  other  churches.  You  have 
gone  beyond,  on  this,  and  on  other  occasions,  the 
formalities  of  merely  official  requirements,  and 
shown  that  there  are  kindly  social  and  domestic 
affections  warranted  by  the  gospel,  and  w^hich  its 
true  spirit  produces  and  cherishes  between  faithful 
pastors  and  their  flocks. 

There  is  some  danger,  perhaps,  among  us,  that 
this  interesting  and  important  truth  shall  not  be 
sufficiently  recognized  ;  and  that,  in  the  formality 
of  official  relations,  and  the  active  engagements  in 
our  efforts  even  to  do  good,  the  softness  and  beauty 
and  power  of  our  social  and  domestic  emotions  and 
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relations  shall  not  be  sufficiently  regarded.  You 
have  set  a  good  example.  You  have  not  regarded, 
and  do  not  regard  your  pastor  and  his  family,  in  a 
merely  cold  and  distant  and  official  light. 

2.  Secondly  :  Let  us  learn,  also,  from  our  sub- 
ject, the  happy  and  great  influence  of  a  Christian 
woman. 

Much  is  said,  sometimes,  of  the  rights  of  woman; 
and  there  may  be  some  modifications  even  yet  to  be 
made  in  some  things,  still  improving  her  lot,  under 
the  growing  influences  of  the  gospel.  But  still  she 
is  woman — a  help-meet  for  man — a  sharer  and  a 
soother  of  his  joys  and  sorrows,  as  he  passes  through 
this  vale  of  tears,  and  engages  in  its  rough  conflicts. 
Doth  not  nature  itself  teach,  that  he  is  more  de- 
signed for  such  struggles,  and  she  for  a  more  retired, 
but  not  less  powerful  and  important  influence?  He 
is  as  the  sun,  and  she  is  as  the  moon  of  social  and 
domestic  life.  And,  as  the  moon  of  nature  con- 
trols the  mighty  tides  of  the  ocean,  so  does  woman 
sway  and  regulate  the  mighty  and  surging  sea  of 
human  passion.  As,  in  the  spirit  of  Christianity 
she  does  this,  how  happy  is  her  influence ! 

Christ  teaches  us  that  retired  and  little  acts  of 
love,  done  by  his  disciples,  are  and  shall  be  remem- 
bered.    So  the  acts  of  her,   whose  departure  we 


now  mourn,  are  and  shall  he  remembered  on  earth 
and  in  heaven !  We  have  good  ground  for  believ- 
ing, from  the  Scripture,  and  from  reason,  and  from 
facts,  that  in  the  developments  of  the  judgment 
and  of  eternity,  the  smallest  and  most  obscure 
acts,  even  though  long  forgotten  by  those  who 
did  them,  shall  be  seen  to  have  been  connected 
with  the  most  blessed  and  glorious  influences  and 
results ;  as  the  movements  of  the  grandest  and 
most  complicated  machinery  often  depend  on  the 
office  and  perfection  of  some  unnoticed  and  unre- 
garded bolt  or  pivot,  entirely  hidden  from  the  com- 
mon eye  ! 

As  an  illustration  of  the  happy  influence  of  our 
departed  friend,  let  me  read  to  you  a  brief  extract, 
(I  wish  I  could  read  more,)  from  a  note  of  one  of 
her  medical  advisers.  "  From  Mrs.  Budington," 
he  writes,  "  I  learned  the  beauty  of  sweet  humility, 
and  cheerfulness  under  suffering  ;  and  her  immortal 
faith  has  seemed  to  shed  its  divine  influence  on  me. 
Therefore  will  her  memory  always  be  cherished  by 
me  as  1  should  cherish  that  of  a  sister  ;  and  I  feel 
assured  that  at  the  hour  of  trial  for  myself,  the 
memory  of  her  serenity  of  soul,  her  indwelling 
faith,  her  forgetfulness  of  self  in  her  love  for 
others, — that  these,  and  a  thousand  other  beautiful 
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traits  in  her  character,  will  afford  me   infinite  sup- 
port." * 

Finally  : — The  blessedness  of  any  one  who  pos- 
sesses the  elements  of  character  described  in  our 
text,  shall  never  be  taken  away.  Our  blessed 
Lord  declared  of  Mary,  of  whom  it  was  written, 
that  she  had  chosen  that  good  part  which  should 
never  be  taken  away  from  her.  As  she  sat  at 
Jesus'  feet,  and  heard  his  word,  she  began  to  exer- 
cise and  experience  the  pulsations  of  spiritual  and 
eternal  life  within  her  soul.  Such  life  consists  in 
the  right  exercise  of  all  our  moral  powers  ; — and 
she  exercised  them  rightly,  when  sitting  at  the  feet 
of  Jesus,  she  heard  and  obeyed  his  word.  Then, 
as  she  did  this,  she  knew,  in  her  own  blessed  expe- 
rience, that  man  doth  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but 
by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth 
of  God.  This  is  that  bread,  of  which,  if  a  man 
eat,  he  shall  never  die.  It  feeds  the  soul,  and 
imparts  to  it  immortal  vigor.  It  is  what  the  be- 
nighted heathen  longed  for,  and  felt  the  need  of, 
when  they  spoke  of  that  ambrosia  which  was  the 
food  of  their  gods. 

It  is  remarkable,  and   interesting  too,  and  pecu- 
liarly  appropriate   for  us   to  call   to  mind,   on   this 

*  Dr.  H.  I.  Bowditch,  of  Boston. 
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occasion,  that  it  was  as  Jesus  stood  with  Mary,  of 
whom  the  text  was  written,  and  her  sister  Martha, 
over  the  grave  of  their  brother  Lazarus,  and  wept 
with  them,  that  he  uttered  those  sublime  and 
blessed  words : — "  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the 
life :  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were 
dead,  yet  shall  he  live  ;  and  whosoever  liveth  and 
believeth  in  me,  shall  never  die  !  " 

My  friends,  we  have  the  best  evidence  for  be- 
lieving—  the  evidence  of  her  life  and  death  —  that 
Elizabeth  Livingston  Budington  possessed  the 
elements  of  this  spiritual  and  eternal  life.  For  she, 
like  Mary,  sat  at  Jesus'  feet,  and  heard  His  word ; 
and  she  believed  in  Him  who  is  the  resurrection 
and  the  life.  Very  consistently  and  appropriately, 
therefore,  did  she  say,  with  her  dying  lips  — 
"  Blessed  immortality  !  "     "  Jesus  !    Jesus  !  " 

Who  can  reasonably  doubt,  that  when  called 
hence  to  be  here  no  more,  she  departed  to  be  with 
Christ,  which  is  far  better  ?  We  should  ever  strive 
to  remember,  for  we  are  too  prone  to  forget,  that 
the  allotments  of  eternity  are  not  arbitrary,  but 
shall  be  made  conformably  to  the  characters  begun 
and  formed  by  men,  in  time  ;  that  whatsoever  a 
man  soweth  in  this  world,  he  shall  reap  in  the 
world  to  come.     He  that  soweth  to  the  flesh,  shall 
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of  the  flesh  reap  corruption  ;  and  he  that  soweth 
to  the  spirit,  shall  of  the  spirit  reap  life  everlasting. 
The  righteous  and  the  wicked  shall  each  go  to  his 
own  place,  as  certainly  from  the  prevailing  desires, 
habits,  and  moral  affinities  of  their  respective  char- 
acters, as  by  the  fiat  of  the  eternal  Judge  ! 

Has  not  she,  then,  gone  to  be  with  Christ  ? 
Were  not  her  prevalent  desires,  habits,  affinities, 
with  Him,  on  earth  ?  And  has  she  not  gone  to  be 
with  Him  in  heaven  ?  And  if  we  know,  from  the 
records  of  inspired  truth,  that  "  there  appeared 
unto "  the  disciples,  on  the  mount  of  transfigura- 
tion, "  Moses  and  Elias  talking "  with  Jesus ; 
and  if  we  cannot  conceive,  from  what  we  know 
of  the  laws  of  the  human  spirit,  that  an  account- 
able being  shall  experience,  in  heaven,  the  bless- 
edness of  sins  forgiven,  and  receive  a  gracious  and 
eternal  reward  for  works  of  righteousness  done  on 
earth,  without  recurring  to  the  circumstances  and 
all  those  personal  connections  and  relations,  in 
which  that  pardon  was  received,  and  those  works 
were  done;  —  if  these  things  are  so,  shall  we  not 
confidently  hope,  at  least,  that  the  spirits  of  the 
just  made  perfect,  and  therefore  her  spirit,  must 
and  shall  be  still  interested  in  the  persons  and 
events  of  earth  and  time  ?     Shall  she  not  think  of 
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all  her  connections  with  you,  and  her  works  done 
among  you,  here  ?  Shall  she  not  think  of  all  your 
kindnesses  ?  Shall  you,  still  on  earth,  remember 
her  ?  and  shall  she,  with  faculties  and  emotions 
purified  and  invigorated  by  immortal  life  and  unal- 
loyed holiness,  forget  you  ?  It  cannot  be  !  We 
will  hope, — I  repeat  it,  we  will  confidently  hope, 
where  we  may  not  confidently  and  freely  assert ! 
We  will  hope, — nay,  may  we  not  believe,  that  her 
husband,  and  your  late  pastor,  may  be  warranted 
by  the  current  of  scripture  representation,  and  the 
deductions  of  right  reason,  in  appropriating  to  him- 
self, for  his  own  consolation  and  encouragement, 
those  beautifully  natural  words  of  one  of  our  own 
poets : — 

"Will  not  thy  own  meek  heart  demand  me  there? 

That  heart  whose  fondest  throbs  to  me  were  given? 
My  name  on  earth  was  ever  in  thy  prayer, 
And  must  thou  never  utter  it  in  heaven  ? " 

This  we  will  hope  and  believe, — and  what  we 
know  not  now,  we  shall  know  hereafter. 

Amen. 


